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his consent, and under his eaie, there was a nun that was daughter to Don Juan of Austria, if so, her age must render her veneiable as her quality.
Taking notice one day, that all the people of the place fetched their water from a well without the town, although they had many seemingly as good within, I spoke to Don Felix of it, who gave me, under the seal of secrecy, this reason for it When the seat of the war, said he, lay in these parts the French train of ai tillery was commonly quartered in this place, the officers and soldiei s of which were so very rampant and rude, in attempting to debauch our women, that there is not a well within the town which has not some Fienchmen's bones at the bottom of it, therefore the natives, who are sensible of it, choose i athei to go farther afield
By this well theie runs a little rivulet, which gives head to that famous nver called the G-uadiana; which running for some leagues under ground, affords a pretence for the natives to boast of a budge on which they feed many thousands of sheep When it nsei again, it is a fine laige river,and, after a curiency of many leagues, empties itself into the Atlantic ocean
As to mihtaiy affairs, Alnianar and Saragosa were victories so complete, that nobody made the least doubt of their settling the crown of Spain upon the head of Chailes III without a rival This was not barely the opinion of his friends, but his veiy enemies lesigned all hope or expectation in favour of King Philip The Castihans, his most faithful friends, enter-tamed no other imagination , for, after they had advised, and pievailed that the queen with the prince of Astunas should be sent to Victoria, under the same despondency, and a full dispmtedness, they gave him so little encouragement to stay in Madrid, that he immediately quitted the place, with a resolution to retue into his grandfather's dominions, the place of his nativity
In his way to which, even on the last day's journey, it was his great good fortune to meet the Duke of Vendosme, with some few troops, which his grandfather Louis XIV of Fiance had oidered to his succour, under that duke's command The duke was grievously affected at such an unexpected catastrophe , nevertheless, he left nothing unsaid or undone, that might induce that prince to tuin back; and at length prevailing, aftei a little rest, and a gr**at deal of patience* by